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Bob Huomrer, Buncombe Counry's
geneal services direcror, & charged wich
managing the conntys flesy, lendill,
rransfer starion. [imer control and recy-
cling, along with  envirenmencal
snforcement of illegal dumping: jumk
ars and hazardous waste, Nothing in
that job descoprion directly suggesss
whar will quite prasibly be his lasting
legacy.

Gas,

Methane, o be speafic. An end
product of biologpaal decomposition,
methang 15 3 potent greenhouss gs.
Om the ﬂla: cide, when methane iz
burned it ‘delds warer vapor and car-
bon dicaide — also 2 greenhouse gas,
bt ome with considerably less hear-
Lra pping cIpadity, &0 thi envirmen-
tal impacy of the methane iz dimin-
ished. For that mason, use of landfill
gas a5 2 fuel 15 considersd 2 source of
EIELN COETEN.

S0 Hunver explainzd during 5 mad-
day field wip to Buncombe’s Solid
Wasse Faality 1o lare Jupe, The visiz
was sponsored by the Coonal of
Independent Business Crwmers. With
Huanwer serving a5 2 jorial rrash mike
eriguide, vwo dozen CIBO) members
and puests oibbled on box lunches
while woanng the landfill mn 3 plush
Young Transpormmen bus.

As it happens; Hunter explaned,
the mixture of materal that ends up
in 2 landfll is a grear source for
methane, and simply buming the
methane is beneficlal enoaigh thar the
Envisenmental Proosclon Agsncy
requires landfill operavors o dnll
willz, tap the zas and ignire sscaping
furmes, & provess callsd flanng off

Flaring off is fine a5 far a5 it goes,
Hanier noted, bus a betrer trick is m

~ use the combastion process for power

generation.. Under his management,
the county’s ald landfill i drmady being
tapped for fuel. An opslte generation
plant pumps enowsh dlecericizy ineo the
giid to power G50 homes, making jr a
sipnificant contributor o the stae’
“procn power” prepram, and VNICA iz
mowving forward with plans for & crafr-
studio comples thar will e the gas for
poctery &nd glass kilns At che same
nme Huntsr has intodocsd one nanml-
gas-powered vehide to the counpr Fees
and inwends to add ochers thar can even-
||.|.':l|!:|.' b= up::'r.:.q:ﬂ oo ghe free mechans
is well.

Bur char's nnlf the l}:ginnin.s af the
EreEning, of rthe -n;nan:.":. gnl:b-;g: OpeTae
pone Hunrer wented the new lzndfill
e move from sSmply mpping g afrer
the fact to preactive gas seneration, In
operation sncs 1997, the folicy was
d:::igned from the gp;u.nd up T b= an
active biorescion, digesting garbage ap
am acceleraved race, To that end. 3 gy
rem nf]:ipﬂ and pumips 15 laid & each
cell of the landfill dl.l.l'i.ﬂE COMMTUCIIan.
The wastewsrer thar runs down :hm‘ugh
the layess of garbage & pumped back to
the 1op of the Elilt. where & drains back
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through the mound, over amd over
0 more gas 5 availzble sooner chan
under “panursl” decay conditions
Furthermare, with this approach,
the mareria] decrezses in velume mars
quickly, “On it own, the maresidd in
this sire might rake 50 years oo decom-
pose,” Honrer said. “With the biodi-
peseey, thar will happen in just 13
pears. Whiar char mezns & char we will

“On its own, the
material in this site
might take 50 years
to decompose. With
the biodigester, that
will happen in just
15 years.”

— Buncombe County

(reneral Services Dhirector
Bob Hunter

gain thar much maore space for new
material in the furnne.®

l:_']n:h:.:.f rrm:urrmﬂ'uudduﬂﬁspm
nfl:htl':.l;ﬂiq, heupluwd,.'ucmumi
the garbage with paper insead of dirt.
In many landflls, each day'’s refuse b
covezed with sin bnches or oo of soil,
The dife redisces the smell and helps
ward off animal and inser intrusion,
buar i can ackd more than 150 feer per
Fear o 141 hl,-.i'ghr of 5 B8, %o ar the
Buncombe andfill, Hamter has insoe-
dioced us= of g hyﬂmﬂd‘tﬂg machines
— gi.'tmu wsed to stahilize freshe
(==l I]-I.ﬂ.h I'Jﬂnl hi.E}mm .I.I'Hl Ll - T
struction sites by spoying 4 sticky
muixrure of water, papss mash, cement
and prams seed, They amit the seed in
the process, Hunter s, “and we zave
six divches of landfill space every dan®

Jp wall e addivional alreramnons mw
fully mazimize decomposition speed
and pas prodiction, Honger ssid. For
exapaple, the lindfill will Ekely requirs
mevee warsr than the sarface ahsnahe
thirough rainfll dusirg dry simmes
months, 20 he has chriiped 3 permis
to bewln tipping the Freach Breoad
Biver for brrigation,

Beczuse of measures Tike these,
Husnrer predices, “this & rhe st land-
Bl this counry will ever have e
build " €

Crerl Bovhwet!l can be reavhed av 751-
1533, mmp, 1F5 or ar coosmaelBmows-
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